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This little fellow was spotted in
i early November at Coliban Springs,

Redesdale. It's good to know they’re
around.
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PLAN NOW, NOT WHEN A FIRE IS APPROACHING.

Fires start and spread quickly. That’s why it’s important to talk to your family or household
today about when to leave, where to go and how to get there. Remember to pack an
emergency Kkit, so you can leave quickly when the need arises.

GET PREPARED.

For more information on how to prepare
for fire, visit emergency.vic.gov.au

or call 1800 240 667 Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne

Two weekends of QUALITY CULTURE in Mia Mia and Redesdale!

Redesdale Rocks festival: Open Studios Mia Mia Opera 2015

As part of the Redesdale Rocks Festival, Su Mitton (pic- The Mia Mia Opera was again an amazing event this_ year.
tured above) again held a successful open studio event. Her Fabulous music, glorious voices and the sharp wit of the MC,
highly colourful paintings, often with a domestic theme, are Howard Nathan. Although the Saturday night performance
extremely popular and definitely worth the drive to Barfold always sells out, this year again there was some room for more
to view. attendance at the mattinee performance.

Kevin Foley held his exhibition at his home in Mia Mia This is a real opportunity for local residents to bathe them-
where he has converted two containers into a stunning selves and their children in totally professional perfomances
modern studio. His prints are famous as is his generosity of ageless classical music for very little cost. Let’s hope next
when it comes to his time and his donation of artworks for year’s mattinee is a sellout too. For a full report see Louise Joy’s
fundraising. article on page 12.

We are very lucky to have such accomplished artists in our

midst.
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Editorial

We are happy to show you our first Bridge Abroad
contestants on page19 thanks to Bendigo Travel and
Cruise. Don’t forget to take the Bridge Connection
away with you on your holidays and send us a photo
of you or a friend holding the paper. You could win a
weekend away!

Also a big welcome to Kyneton Toyota who you will
see on our front page.

We have a new “Bridge Pet Pal” section too! This is
proudly sponsored by Kyneton Veterinary Hospital.
Thank you Leigh Coghlan and team!! (Page 13)

The Redesdale Rocks Festival was a great success
and the word is that it may become an annual event.
See page 8 for the winners of the various raffles.
Congratulations to Celena Boyd for winning the ‘under
25’ photo competition prize and to Laura Lavender and
Pam Matthews for winning the first and second photo
competition prizes. (See page 13).

On page 14 you will see that we have started a new
health section. Dr Tim Stobie from Kyneton Medical
Centre has kindly agreed to write a regular health
article. This month he writes about hayfever. Even our
dogs are sneezing at the moment!

Don’t forget to start collecting various items for the
Bush Market in March. Or perhaps you would like to
make cakes for the Hall's cake stall? The money raised
from these stalls is fed back into the community. The
next edition will come out at the beginning of March, so
the next deadline is February 20th.

We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year.
Kath Hall and Regina Bennett, Editors
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ADVERTISE IN THE
BRIDGE CONNECTION

Simplified advertising rates and sizes -
see page 4 for details

Management Committee

President; Mary Bennett 03 5425 5551

Secretary; Regina Bennett 03 5425 5402
bridgeconnection.secretary@gmail.com

Treasurer; Terry McKenzie 03 5425 3262
bridgeconnection.treasurer@gmail.com

Advertising; Callum Jones 03 5425 5574
bridgeconnection.advertising@gmail.com

Editorial; Kathy Hall & Regina Bennett 03 5425 3272
bridgeconnection.editor@gmail.com

Hard copy to 866 Coliban Park Road, Redesdale 3444

Distribution

800 printed copies of the Bridge Connection are circulated to the
Redesdale Mia Mia region, taking in Barfold, Baynton, Derrinal,
Elphinstone, Glenhope, Heathcote, Kyneton, Langley, Metcalfe,
Sidonia, and Sutton Grange.

DISCLAIMER

The Bridge Connection Inc. committee wishes to advise that the views or remarks expressed in this publication
are not necessarily the views of the volunteer Bridge Connection Inc. editorial or production team and no service
or endorsement is implied by the listing of advertisers, sponsers or contributors. Although every effort is taken in
reproducing and printing advertisements correctly, we take no responsibility for errors.

STOP PRESS!!! If you live outside the

. district postal area and
The community are ou would Like to re-

invited to a ceive the Bridge Connec-
COMMUNITY tion by post:
LUNCH SUBSCRIBE!!
at the school on For $25 per year you will
Wed Dec 16th. receive 10 eZiEiahs by
Ph: 5425 3155 mail.
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Charlie Carp
is the only fertiliser on the
market today that can boast
about its enormous benefits
to the garden as well as the
environment. We are cleaning
up the waterways of Australia!

MIA MIA EVENTS
Romeo and Juliet

Shakespeare at Rowanston is on 16 January There’s
an early bird price of $65 if dinner included or $45

if not included and the trybooking link is www.
trybooking.com/JCMP

The Australia Day

Breakfast on 26th January at the Mia Mia Hall.

Redesdale Hall

is available for hire.

Please phone Carolyn 5425 3194

General Repairs, Maintenance,

Home & Garden
Maintenance Services

Sumapuvg ‘Suguiog

5

Robert Schomacker & 0407 823 20X

‘ o e | 7' _
QUALITY FARM SHEDS
Machinery Barns
Hay Sheds Horse Arenas
Stock Shelters Workshops
Shearing Sheds Garages

Building Quality Farm Sheds since 1975

CENTR.AL

steelbuild
T/A Central Vic Sheds

1300 995 630

8 Hoyle Court, Kyneton
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Federal Member for Bendigo

LISACHESTERS mp

PO Box 338 Bendigo 3552
Cnr. Williamson & Myers 5ts, Bendigo 3550

T: 035443 9055 = F: 03 5443 9736
E: Lisa.Chesters. MP@aph.gov.au

Ed @.MChesters « ] /LisaChestersBendige

ADVERTISING RATES

Business card (90mm x 55mm) $25 per edition $250 for 12 months
1/4 page (130mm x 90mm) $50 per edition $500 for 12 months

1/2 page (190mm x 130mm) $95 per edition $950 for 12 months

Full page (270mm x190mm) $175 per edtion $1,750 for 12 months
Add 20% for colour

For any further information, please contact Callum Jones
on 03 5425 3262, or contact the editors directly by email on
bridgeconnection.editor@gmail.com

Congratulations to John and Sue: Continued from
page 12:

John and Sue spend a lot of time tending their beautiful
garden. Not only do they take great pride in their own sur-
rounds, they have also taken up nurturing their neighbour-
ing properties as well. What a great example of Community
well-being.

A great asset that the judging panel from the Redesdale CFA
noticed was the dedicated CFA water tank that has been
recently installed on their property.

A special mention must go to Bradley and Jayne of McNiffs
Rd, who have whipper snippered their property to within an
inch of its life as well as doing the roadside and heavily grazed
surrounding paddock.

The Redesdale CFA are extremely grateful to John and Sue
for the dedication they put into their oasis. I think we can all
benefit from tending to our surrounds, don't you?

So, have a safe summer, and a Merry Christmas.

Andrew Campbell, Fire Prevention Officer.
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BEVERLY STUD
ON-FARM RAM SALE

Continuing on from last year’s success, the second annual
Beverley On-farm Ram Sale was held on the last Friday of
September drawing a large crowd of bidders, interested locals
and onlookers to the merino stud’s “Corra” property. As a
stud well known for their show-winning sheep, potential
buyers flooded the pens over the course of the day, each eager
to secure a piece of Beverly’s sought after bloodlines for their

own flocks.

With a total of 48 superfine and ultrafine merino rams on
offer and 44 sold, the average price was considerably high at
$1481.

Amongst those dedicated to finding their next stud sire were
a number of Tasmanian buyers who bought a multitude of
rams now destined for the Apple-Isle. Local buyers were in
force with support also coming from the Western districts
and North-East of the state.

John Barty of Beverley Merino Stud said he was pleased with
the sale results given the poor season.

“ The sale exceeded our expectations and we were happy to see
many return buyers,” he says.

Already looking towards next year’s sale Mr Barty concedes
the sale will likely be moved to the Tuesday of AFL Grand final
week.
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agricultural machinery and repairs

Brian & Denis Sheppard

8 Pipar Straet, Kyneton VIC 3444
P 0 G422 1821 F: (3 5422 3509
AH: (3 5482 2T0E or 03 5423 9454
M; 0408 185 T35

E: igshapparad@bigpond com.au
ABM: 20031 223 681

DEFIBRILLATOR
AT THE REDESDALE STORE
24/7
CALL 5425 3154 IF THE STORE IS CLOSED

FRESH FISH IN KYNETON

A fishmonger from the Melbourne Wholesale Fish
Market has commenced setting up in Kyneton one day a
week, on Tuesdays from 9.30 until sold out. His prices are
fabulous, the range is amazing and it is all caught within
12 hours, so is super fresh. He sets up in Piper Street
outside “Duck Duck Goose” with a refrigerated truck and
food caravan, shucks oysters on the spot, and fillets and
cleans fish on the spot and to order.
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CHOICE & INCLUSION for people with disabiites

Australian

Disability
ﬁEnterprlses
More then just good business.

58 Mollison St
Kyneton

WWw.windarring.org.au

0354 222 400
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SCHOOL SAFETY - FINALLY!!

At last, thanks to the persistence and tenacity of the Redesdale Mia Mia Primary School
Councillors and Councillors Helen Leach and Rod Campbell, the road outside the school
has been made safe. Now there is a turning circle for the bus and the dangerous ‘short cut’
from the Heatherton Road has been cordonned oft with bollards.

Well done to every-
one involved. It really WE SUPPORT

§& shouldnt have been that THE BRIDGE CONNECTION
hard to make a place
safe for children though,

See advertisements for these businesses in this edition :

should it? Bendigo Travel and Cruise 5441 8811
Central Victorian Sheds 1300 995 630
Connolly Glass 0428 535 101
Redesdale Hall Activities Elphinstone P O and Gen Store 5473 3200
] Heathcote and District Com Bank 5433 3115
O KMA Tax and Accounting 5422 3178
¢ second Tuesday of cachmont, LA pm - Hal Tomim, Hectngs Kyneton Veterinary Hospital 54221099
The second Tuesday of each month, 7 pm - Rec. Reserve Meetings. Kyneton Toyota 5421 0210
L. & G Sheppard 5422 1821
First Monday of each month, 10am or 4.15pm, Bridge Connection Commit- Lisa Chesters MP 5443 9055
e mecting LnR Home and Garden Maintenance 0407 823 900
Redesdale General Store 5425 3154
S
artered Accountants
Rural Cafe 5425 3271
awalalle for bire pom Uhe Rederdale and District Avieciation. Steph Ryan MP 5762 2100
SIS for members and $100 for mom-members The Albion Hotel, Kyneton 5422 2066
(Faee line 1o Hall, Rec. Resrwe Committer, and CFA) Todd Property - Real Estate 5433 2228
William Farmer, Funeral Directors 5441 5577
Plene 0421 280 814 THANK YOU!!!
Real estate sales & 177 LYELL ROAD REDESDALE VIC 3444
prD pe rty rn a rI ag E_m e nt emall,ChﬂSjen@blgpondnetau

BROKEN WINDOW REPAIRS,MIRRORS, BALUS

with service

TRADES, SHOWER SCREENS: FRAMED, SEMI

FRAMELESS, AND FRAMELESS, RETRO FITTED

DOUBLE GLAZING

AND
Brad Todd Barb Walker Walter Morelli

5433 2228

COMMERCIAL WINDOW FRAMES AND GLAZING

95 High Street, Heathcote
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Riddle in Middlevale

Episode 6
Where is Vicky?

by Finley Carraway

KNOCK, KNOCK! .... BANG BANG BANG “Vicky! It’s Dad!”

No answer.

“THIS IS THE POLICE!”

Jim awakes. Some sort of thumping at the door, he’s sure of it. He
rolls out of bed, the thumping at the door matching the thumping

in his head. The previous evening a blur in his mind, wrenching
memories of too many beers at the local, a vague memory of dancing,
singing. The thumping at the door continues again, and he hears the
word “police”. He puts on his jeans and a t-shirt. “What happened?”
he wonders. Mel is not around. He's pretty sure he remembers her
leaving in a taxi for her uncle’s place. Jim stumbles to the front door of
Vicky’s house and opens it.

“You!” Sergeant Eldridge exclaims.

“Sergeant! How can I help?”

He barges in, scanning the room, stomping through the place. Jim is
barely awake and is getting his bearings, still. The Sergeant marches
through the entire place, returns to Jim, now looking vacant whilst
nervously gulping at a glass of water in the kitchen.

“OK, where is she?” Eldridge asks, interrogation-like.

“Who?” Jim replies, perplexed.

“My bloody daugh... Vicky” he replies.

“I dunno, I don’t think she came home last night”” Jim is a mixture of
concern and fear.

“She never does this, never doesn’t talk to me or her mother at least
once a day”

Jim is immediately aware that he is no longer Sergeant Eldridge but is
really now just Vicky’s dad. It’s palpable.

“Can I get you a coffee or something?” Jim offers.

“No! No, you're coming with me to the station. Vicky’s missing, and
it’s been nothing but trouble since you were in town.”

“Sergeant Eldridge, I hardly think..”

“I don’t care, you're coming with me”

“Can I at least put some clothes on?”

“Yes, but 'm watching you”

He follows Jim to his room as Jim puts some socks and shoes on and
sprays some deodorant on given that a shower is suddenly out of the
question. Jim looks towards his notes, but thinks better of it, he hasn’t
seen Vicky since yesterday either. No, he will be himself. Vicky’s dad
is genuinely concerned, even though it’s only been something like a
day.

The linoleum finish of the interview room is only a little bit more
comforting than the emergency ward of a hospital; perhaps it’s the
lack of screaming patients in distress.

The grey surface of the table is relentless in its disinterest. The bland
walls a simple reminder of the lack of any chance of escape. Itis a
clinical and unyielding atmosphere. Just like a hospital might scream,
“We will get you better!” in this case, “We will get you!” seems more
apt, Jim thinks. Jim knows that the police intend to get at a story, but
a creeping suspicion in him suggests that this story has little to do
with the truth.
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The door opens and Sergeant Eldridge enters, alone. He sits down
opposite Jim.

“Well, you look sufficiently nervous” He says, in a disquieting way.
“Sergeant, I'm not sure why I am here at all. Do I need a lawyer or
something?”

“Why would you need a lawyer?”

“Oh, that one. Sergeant, this is not ‘Law and Order. Why am I
here?”

“Well, my daughter, Vicky, is missing now, along with that stupid
ram, and you’re here and I can’t help but feel a connection.” He says,
calmly but with a huge amount of menace in his eyes.

“Vicky’s missing?”

“Yes. Don’t play with me, Stevens!”

“Sergeant, I don't know what you're talking about but Vicky asked
me to stay at hers while this whole business got sorted and I saw her
yesterday morning when she left”

“You have your car again...” he points out.

“OK, so she took me up to Prospero’s and I got my car and came
back?”

“I told you not to go there...”

“I know, but my car...”

“And then you simply came back to town, nothing else?”

“Nothing else”

“No contact with the Smiths?”

“No”

The Sergeant chuckles briefly. “So if I told you you were seen yester-
day with the Smith’s cousin Melissa, youd deny it?”

“Melissa?”

“Come on Mr. Stevens...”

“OK, yes, Melissa came up and we met up and had drinks together,
she is a friend after all. You know that, obviously. She was telling
me how they’re not involved, shed heard about the ram, the whole
scandal, that the Smiths are not involved. We just caught up, had
some drinks, I'm still feeling that now...”

“And you don’t know where Vicky, Ms Eldridge, could be?”

“No idea”

The conversation goes on for some time, and Jim, whilst finding it
ridiculous, is also now genuinely concerned for his own freedom.
He then has a moment of inspiration, a memory from Vicky’s pres-
ence. Shed talked about an old shed, or was it a hut, an old place on
an old bit of property that her family owned. Perhaps it was while
he was with Vicky at her house in a quieter, more intimate moment.
Maybe she told him, a detail that he could not reveal to Sergeant El-
dridge without suggesting that Vicky and he were ‘involved. No, he
had to find a way to tell him without digging himself even deeper,
this was the key. The picture begins to come together in Jim Stevens’
mind.

© Finley Carraway
finley.g.carraway@gmail.com

other than those clearly in the public

All characters and ts in this p
[ to real persons, living or dead, are purely

in, are fictiti and any r
coincidental.
All rights reserved. No part of this p may be repr stored in a retriev-
al system, or transmitted in any form or by any ith the prior permissi
in writing from the author, nor be otherwise circulated in any form.

This series is now available on Amazon as an e-kindle book. Sim-
ply search for Finlay Carraway and/or “The Middlevale Riddle”
(AUD $4.12)
Link:http://www.amazon.com.au/dp/BO16TAONNI
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TEA TIME DANCING

The Redesdale Hall Committee Inc. recently held
another successful ‘Afternoon Tea Dance’ at the
Redesdale Hall. Dancers once again enjoyed the
music of “The Silhouettes; a highly renowned band
who travelled from Mornington. The Tea Dances
are held twice a year, usually in April and Septem-
ber. Dancers also enjoyed, and quickly devoured,
the scrumptious afternoon tea prepared by the
Hall Committee and helpers. Many of the dancers
regularly travel from several directions to attend
each dance, all the while looking forward to this
twice-yearly ritual.

Mandy and Nelly at the Redesdale cricket on Melbourne Cup weekend.

Redesdale Rocks Festival

Raffle winners

KYNETON OPEN 7 DAYS

12 noon til late

Raffle held at the family Picnic and Music
festival:

Dinner
The Albion offers a fine sel f local 7 days 6-9pm
I . e Albion offers a fine selection of loca
1. Niki Wilson - 2 nlghts at Docklands. wines and famous beers on tap. Local pro- Lunch 7days
2. Helen Paterson - Signed gOlf bag by duce from the Macedon region is carefully 12-2pm

prepared for classic Italian dishes.
Peter Thompson' Children are catered for with a special

3. David Watt - Bunnings voucher. menu just for their discerning palates.

Raffle held at the Cricket Match:

Ideal for functions or parties.
The Albion Offers dining in the

1. Seamus Mckenna - Shaver Shop gift main restaurant or outdoors in
the courtyard.
pack.

2. z:::ir Monkhouse - Shaver Shop gift Come am{ enjoy t/te expetence t/zat is ] /te ﬂ/éionj( yneton

4] Mollison St Kyneton www.thealbionkyneton.com.au T54222066
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Redesdale Recreation Reserve Committee of Management
Chairman’s Monthly Report
November-2015

Hi Redesdalians!

Well, what a very busy and exciting month we have endured. Firstly, the Redesdale Rocks Festival kicking off
with the art show, opened by our federal member, the deputy leader of the Nationals, Steph Ryan, on the Fri-
day night of the Melbourne Cup long weekend. This was followed on Saturday with the festival picnic, live
music, the Taste of Redesdale, open studios and the exciting cricket match between Redesdale & Mia-Mia on
the Sunday, all put together to showcase our beautiful little village.

As an added bonus the Redesdale Hotel received its license and was opened permanently prior to the week-
end. The Reserve Committee would like to wish Beth and Garth all the best for their new adventure.
Community members may have seen the Redesdale CFA truck around the oval once a week and wondered
what was going on. I am pleased to inform the community that Lindsay Booker, Rod Gibson and myself
have been watering the trees supplied by CoGB together with 3 new trees for the streetscape, to give them a
kick along until they establish.

An application for a building permit has been submitted for the pavilion renovations and should take about
4 weeks to approve. This will give the committee time to prepare a works program for a staged schedule of
works and cost estimates. Paul Gray of Paul Gray Builders has generously offered to oversee the project. If
there is any community member who feels that they have skills that could assist, could you please contact
0427 280 814.

The level of commitment by the Reserve Committee over the last 12 months has highlighted what can be
achieved if everybody is working from the same page. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the oth-
er committees for their comments of approval of the progress path we are headed down.

The community is now in possession of tables, chairs and umbrellas, which together with the fantastic ro-
tisserie roaster all available for hire. So if you're looking at having a party or an event contact Ronn Taylor,
yalookaridge@gmail.com. Also please see the notice of the public

meeting on page 12.

Les Poco Ck, Chairman Hard work at the Reserve

Left: new shrubs and trees are
planted around the oval.

Right: Rod Gibson marks the pitch
for the cricket.

Bottom left to right: Lindsay Book-
er makes water-trapping bowls
around new trees. Rod, with the
aid of the CFA truck, waters our
precious new trees.
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Steph Ryan wp g | FArmers markets

Uk =
Membel’ Or Euroa '/ /,‘,' | Woodend Community Farmers’ Market
> | Sat Dec 5th
i 3 " Cnr High & Forest Streets, Woodend
0487 444 090 Sharon Kittson

o Talrds

2/55 Carrier Street, Benalla VIC 3672

Daylesford Farmer’s Market

www.stephryan.com.au 03 5762 2100

Sat Dec 5th
Daylesford Primary School
Thiss publication was funded through Pariamen e and Communications budge! 03 5664 0096 Peter Arnold
Visit of Senator Bridget McKenzie Kyneton Farmers’ Market
Sat Dec 12th
It can truly be said that the Hon.Steph Ryan has taken notice St Pauls Park, Piper Street, Kyneton
of the problems relayed to her about our district back in Janu- 54 221 025 Veronica Manifold

ary when she was newly elected. Steph organised for Senator i ,
Bridget McKenzie to visit Redesdale to talk about our concerns gﬁdggz %ﬁfk Farmers’ Market
regarding telecommunications and internet access in our area. Riddells Creek Primary School, Riddells Creek

0408 254 626 Ali Bant

Heathcote Region Farmers’ Market

Sat Dec 19th

Barrack Reserve, High Street, Heathcote
Sherrie Coote 0417 598 460

Lancefield & District Farmers’ Market

Sat Dec 19th

Centre Plantation, High Street, Lancefield
0407 860 320 Meggs Hannes

Maldon Market
Sun Dec13th
www.maldonnc.org.auiifv

Authentic, community based farmers’ markets.

Bridget is the Nationals Senator for Victoria and her office BYO bags, baskets & trolleys.

is in Bendigo. Redesdale was her first stop on a fact-finding Friendly dogs welcome on a leash.

trip through the Euroa electorate. She clearly understood Proudly accredited with the Victorian Farmers’ Markets
the ramifications of poor phone and internet connectivity Association. www.vicfarmersmarkets.org.au

and the group was able to give her good examples to take
to the Federal Minister.
Senator McKenzie is pictured 5th from the left in the front

row and Steph Ryan is on her right. Find us on facebook at:
Let's hope that some action will ensue https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bridge-Connection/1415991502042912?-

fref=ts

The Battle of the Bridge - continued from page 15 . .

Helping our community grow.
This will soon be inscribed as “ THE BATTLE OF THE
BRIDGE” trophy and placed initially at least, in the new
pavilion. Details of the first and future Mia Mia/Redesdale
contests will be added as time goes by.

Both Martin and Paul congratulated each other on their re- S
spective team’s efforts, thanked evergreen umpire Ned Upton Heathcote & District

(a Mia Mia man !) for officiating and expressed their desire to Commu n'ty Bank® Branch
do it all again soon.
Phone 5433 3115 cr visit bendigobank.com.au

Redesdale is intent on reclaimingthe trophy in March 2016
after we decide on a mutually agreeable date. The follow up

match will probably be played at Mia Mia and the date will be ‘ Bt s o
advertised in, among other places, the BRIDGE CONNEC- 0 Bﬂ“@ Bank f’g“df] : :' I;'d‘;:;; A':i um r"-"j_‘
TION. Biggerthanabank,  s4sus 11 2aab06 vt i
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Redesdale Hall @ the Agnes Mudford Reserve

~ Outdoor Stalls Available ~
Enquiries: Alwyn - 0419 513 976 or Carolyn-Anne - 5425 3194

Redesdale Bush Market, 2016.

Bookings are open for stalls at the Redesdale Bush Market coming up on Sunday, 13 March on the Labour
Day Long Weekend, 2016. Stalls are available at $20.00 each. The Bush Market is run by the Redesdale Hall
Committee and continues to grow each year, with sponsorship currently being sought.

For booking and sponsorship enquiries, please contact Alwyn on 0419 513 976 or Carolyn on 5425 3194.

FLAK at Heathcote

Heathcote is so fortunate to have productions from the Engine
Room each year, coordinated by Maree Hingston with support
from Barbara Clement and directed by Helen Ellis. Excep-
tional are the one person performances, FLAK on Wednesday
21 October 2015, 8pm in the RSL hall being another brilliant
evening.

Michael Veitch, a consummate actor, made us feel each pilot
real as he told “True stories from men who flew in World War
Two”. He came on stage as a true blue Aussie sitting at his desk
telling of the 10,000 young men, all volunteers and minimally
trained, flying big black Lancaster bombers. He was shot down
by the Swedes on 8th February 1945 flying over the North Sea
above Helsubing, Sweden with all lights blazing on his 29th
trip when 30 trips made a tour of duty.

Michael paused to come towards the audience telling of his
boyhood passion for aeroplanes. He made it his goal to track
down all the men who had flown in the Battle for Britain and
from his meetings the performance was born, illustrated with
overhead projections of aeroplanes and pilots.
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An intriguing interlude of the evening was a projection of
failed aeroplanes of WW2 which were of course never made
public. Michael had an amusing story of a German pilot asking
the English why they were flying such a stupid plane.

Then by chance Michael came across the name of a German
pilot who after the war met with his English counterpart and
became friends. In a dressing gown, calling Michael “cobber”,
he spoke with a creditable German accent.

The fifth pilot was another Australian, who spoke of his wife, a
teacher of French and German, who was invited to a reunion
after the War, planes of both sides bearing the same numbers.
She was “treated like a queen” and former enemies rejoiced
that they could now be friends.

Concluding with a projection of a British pilot whom Michael
asked what he would like to say, the pilot replied, “Not always,

and not necessarily often, but occasionally to be remembered”

The evening was not only an acting tour de force but a power-
ful evocation of humanity in the midst of war.

HEATHCOTE NEWSHOUND Louise Joy
29 October 2015
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How the opera came to Mia Mia

by Louise Joy

How the opera came to Mia Mia was that Lynne and David
McDonald attended the annual Australia Day breakfast at

Mia Mia about 5 years ago and saw the Mia Mia Hall for the
first time. They recognised that it would be a great venue for
opera and made an offer to the Mia Mia Mechanics’ Institute
(MMMI) to sponsor an opera there. After some local dis-
cussion of whether or not it would be supported by the local
community it was decided to trial it for one year. The first year
was a sell out, as have been the Saturday evening performances
over the four years it has been offered by the Opera Studio
Melbourne — Gertrude Opera.

Alexandra Loan, who sang from Nicolai’s The Merry Wives
of Windsor, was 2015 recipient of the Alice Amy McDonald
Opera Scholarship, given by Lynne and David McDonald.

Opera lovers came to Daylight Opera at Mia Mia from Kyne-
ton, “from the other side of Heathcote towards Nagambie’, a
swell from Melbourne in his Jaguar and a farmer in his ute,
parked under the gum trees. There was the Heathcote cultur-
al contingent of Heather Zakrzewski, Joan Hauber, Pat San
Miguel and Judy Knight; even an elegant gentleman from
Argentina. Mia Mia volunteers were out in force. The atmo-
sphere was as Mozart would have wished rather than a formal
city audience.

Howard Nathan, as usual, was the jocular MC recalling first
love in Gounod’s Juliettte, sung enchantingly by Piera Denner-
stein. This was a beautifully arranged programme with singing
in French, German, Italian and English.

The glory of European opera in the Australian Bush is an
exhilarating mix. To the stampeding demands of a packed Mia
Mia hall, we heard once again the Chorus of the Hebrew Slave
from Nabucco by Verdi, the planned encore having been given
earlier when the media arrived. After the pathos of Verdi, the
afternoon continued with a cheerful Aussie afternoon tea.

Special thanks are due to Anthony Ryan, CFA Captain and
President of the Mia Mia Mechanic’s Institute, who remem-
bered the contributions of everyone to the amazing afternoon
of Daylight Opera at Mia Mia.

This was the fourth Mia Mia Opera event and there is no
doubting the demand from the audience for it to continue. If
you would like to know about Mia Mia events, you can email
miamiasocial@gmail.com and request a copy of the small
quarterly “Mia Mia Messenger” newsletter which advises of
coming events in the district.

HEATHCOTE NEWSHOUND Jj

™
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Redesdale Recreation Reserve

Committee of Management
Notice is given of a

PUBLIC MEETING

to be held at
The Redesdale Hall

on

Tuesday 2nd February 2016 at 7pm

The purpose of the meeting is to nominate no less
than 3 nor no more than 9 persons as the Committee
of Management for the Redesdale Reserve for a term

of three years.

The current committee’s term will expire on 12th

March 2016
All positions will be declared open and nominations

will be accepted up to January 29th.

Further information, nomination forms and nomi-
nee declaration forms may be obtained by contact-
ing your local Department of Environment, Land,
Water and Planning offce or from the Secretary. For
further enquiries please contact the Secretary, Lind-
say Booker on 5425 3196.

. Festival, Nov 1st 2015. Mia Mia vs Redesdale

Cricket on the Redesdale Reserve. Redesdale Rocks

Congratulations to John
and Sue

This year’s winners of the ‘best prepared property’ leading
into the fire season are John & Sue Griffiths of Old Ford Rd
Redesdale. ITH =

Sue and John are
pictured here with
fire-prevention
officer, Andrew
Campbell, who
presented them
with their prizes
at the Redesdale
Rocks Festival.

Please turn to page
4 for more.
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PET PALS

proudly sponsored by

Send us a picture of your very special
pet and a few words to describe him or
her and why you love your pet so much.
You will be in the running for a special
prize (o the value of $100) at the end
of next year. Good luck!

The BRIDGE

My name is Issy. I have two pet turtles. Their
names are Esiotrot and Pocket. They are very

KYNETON
VETERINARY
HOSPITAL ¥

fast runners. They have a special tank with an
Island. I also have tropical fish, a parrot called
Rolly and a Spoodle called Mustard. I love my

pets.

iKyneton Vetem’nary Cl-lbsyim[

Where animal lovers heal 67 ﬂ-ﬁ’gﬁ St. Kyneton.

Photo Competition rocks!

On Friday October 30th, as part of the Redesdale Rocks
Festival, the photo exhibition was opened at the CFA shed.
The venue was excellent with a modern industrial ambience.
Simon Griffiths (pictured below) judged the competition and
said that the standard was higher than others he had judged
in city-bound and more salubrious settings.

The theme was “rocks” which could be interpreted as widely
as anyone wished. There were pictures of scotch on the rocks
and a dog called Rocky as well as more conventional rocks!
There were 33 entries.

The first prize was won by local artist Laura Lavender

and the second prize was won by Pam Matthews who had
starred in the Bridge Connection 2 months ago.

The under 25 year old prize was won by Celena Boyd (pic-
tured above right with proud parents Jimmy and Carolyn
Boyd).

It was great to work in tandem with the CFA for the event.
The CFA had their own sausage sizzle and photo cut-out
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Call us tocfay on
03 5422 1099

mannnikin (beautifully presented by Don White) for he
kids.

Annette Coombe had a successful day selling her leather
wares alongside the exhibition. Thanks to Lindsay Booker
and all the other CFA members who helped set up the dis-
play. And special thanks to Peg Higginbottom for manning
the desk all weekend.

Altogether it was a thoroughly enjoyable affair!

11§
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Furthermore, closeting oneself in the hermetically sealed

YOU r Healthl house for three months of the year doesn’t bode well for ones
mental health.
The options for treatment are often given as oral antihista-
with mines or intranasal sprays of varying sorts. But while oral
m antihistamines work biochemically right where the action is

and they are easy to take, side effects can make them prob-
f \ lematic. Nasal sprays are usually steroidal medications which
@, D I TI m provide effective localised immune suppression but as is
/ usual with these medications, lack an immediate effect - not
. great when we get surprised by a sudden surge in pollen

Hello Everyone and welcome to our new regu- counts on warm and windy days. .

: Is a combination of medications the answer to effective
lar medical spot. immediate relief as well as keeping overall medication use to
TOdﬂy Dr Tim talks about hayfever: a minimum ? Certainly this type of strategy has worked well

for asthma control, and it appears that a similar strategy now
may work for hay fever - could be good news for those of
you for whom the onset of Spring brings on nasal congestion
similar to a couple of rounds with Mike Tyson.

We all know hay fever from tv commercials showing brides
destroying bouquets in a single sneeze, if not from person-
al experience of the frequent and annoying symptoms it
produces. It is perhaps not surprising then that, faced with
the bewildering array of options, it can be difficult deciding
what is most suitable to treat this common and sometimes Dr Tim

disabling condition. (Dr Tim Stobie, 5422 1397)

Until later, take care and happy holidays.

An ounce of prevention of course is worth more than a

pound of cure, but eliminating wattle and rye grass from our Kyneton Med ica | Cent re

beautiful rural landscape is just not going to happen. 9 Market St. Kyneton
- Knowledgeable. Modern. Caring.

What’s on in Heathcote December 2015

Friday 4 December 2015

Day 7 Great Victorian Bike Ride 2015- In its 32nd year the RACV Great Victorian Bike Ride is the largest multi-day ride in the Southern Hemisphere. The
2015 event will be heading to rediscover the Goldfields and day 7 will see the overnight stop in Heathcote. Heathcote will be rolling out the welcome mat! www.
bicyclenetwork.com.au

Saturday 5 December 2015

Heathcote Bush Market — 8am-1:30pm. A Lions Club project. Home cooking, books, clothes, bric a brac, hardware, plants, crafts, secondhand goods Free park-
ing and entry. Enquiries 0400 675 995 Venue: Barrack Reserve High St Heathcote

Idavue Estate Reds & Blues- Music by Rod Paine & The Fulltime Lovers — Music from 1.30 - 5.00pm - Xmas Theme $10 Entry- sales@idavueestate.com ph 0429
617 287

Venue: Idavue Estate 470 Northern Hwy Heathcote

Wednesday 9 December 2015

Heathcote Historical Museum- Heathcote Historical Lockup & Police Residence Museum is open every Wednesday 10am until 3pm. Venue: 19 Herriot St
Heathcote

Wednesday 16 December 2015

Heathcote Historical Museum- Heathcote Historical Lockup & Police Residence Museum is open every Wednesday 10am until 3pm. Venue: 19 Herriot St
Heathcote

Saturday 19 December 2015

Heathcote Region Farmers Market- 9am-1pm. Accredited with VEMA, Selling a wide variety of fresh seasonal foods which is all grown locally or regionally.
More information or store holders phone Sherrie Coote on 0417 598 460 or email: zuheros@bigpond.com

Venue: Barrack Reserve Park High St Heathcote

Wednesday 23 December 2015

Heathcote Historical Museum- Heathcote Historical Lockup & Police Residence Museum is open every Wednesday 10am until 3pm. Venue: 19 Herriot St
Heathcote

Wednesday 30 December 2015

Heathcote Historical Museum- Heathcote Historical Lockup & Police Residence Museum is open every Wednesday 10am until 3pm. Venue: 19 Herriot St
Heathcote

2016

Saturday 2 January 2016

The January 2016 Lions Club Heathcote Bush Market- WILL NOT take place

- Next market Sat 6 February 2016.

Saturday 13 February 2016 - Sanguine Estate Free Community Concert
at St John’s Church Heathcote
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The Battle of the Bridge

by Rod Gibson

Redesdale’s cricketers were again greeted with an ominous
weather forecast on Sunday November 1st; the third day of
the Redesdale Festival. Our previous match, in April, against
Axe Creek began in similarly overcast conditions but, as with
this earlier match, our much anticipated contest with Mia
Mia was played predominately in sunshine. Readers north

of the Campaspe will be aware that the Mia Mia club was
reformed in 2014 and has since been playing regularly in the
local C grade competition.

The game was scheduled for 30 overs per side, no batsman
could be declared out before scoring and a score of 30 meant
compulsory retirement with the option of re entering the fray
should all other batsmen be out.

Mia Mia Captain and opening batsman, Martin Leahy,

won the toss and elected to bat. Following a slow start he
eventually retired at 30 n.o. as did a further three of his
teammates; Dempster, White and W Ryan. All the Mia Mia
batsmen demonstrated the value of regular match play as

they continually peppered the boundary and no less than 5 of

them cleared it. Only three wickets fell to the hard working
Redesdale bowling attack and two of them, Messrs M and |
O’Sullivan scored 29 and 24 respectively. Both of these wick-
ets fell to Redesdale opening batsman Chris Barber.

The final Mia Mia score of 237, made at just under 8 an over,
was both entertaining for the growing crowd and a somewhat
daunting proposition for Paul Atkins and his red shirted
“Redesdale Rockets™.

At this point lunch was taken with players and spectators
devouring copious quantities of slow cooked lamb, pork,
baked potatoes and salad prepared by Les Pocock , Lindsay
Booker and crew. Barman Tas Johnson was also kept busy

as many spectators and the odd player decided the sun was
well and truly “over the yardarm”. Once again, Dino Tomisic
from the General Store, generously provided wine and beer at
cost price for the occasion assisting the community to make
a profit from the event which will go towards financing the
imminent pavilion redevelopment.

Tom May and Chris Barber walked out to face some hos-

tile bowling from the Mia Mia opening pair of ] O’Sullivan
and A Conforti who proved hard to get away. The normally
fluent and attacking May struggled early before eventually
retiring at 30 after a flurry of fours. Barber, as usual, went on
the attack and 5 of his 8 scoring shots were fours. He was out
caught for 23 trying to hit Conforti out of the ground. Redes-
dale wickets fell too regularly and the runs required per over
mounted gradually. Paul Atkins, leading by example, raced to
30 after being “ bogged down” for a time,

OVERS

Bl MiaA Mmia 1
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Come and try our coﬁ%:e at the
Rural Café
In the centre of Redesdale
Phone: 03 5425 3271
Open: 8am to 6pm

e

Now serving Norma’s famous agg(e piel

The magnificent Battle of the Bridge trophy has been won by Mia Mia. This
Kelly-style helmet was made by erstwhile Sutton Grange resident, Tim Barber,
who wore it out to bat at our first cricket match in Redesdale in 2013. See
below.

retired, then later returned to the crease taking his overall
score to 60 n. o. His innings included 4 sixes and 6 fours. But
for a late cameo of 20 by veteran Jock Macrae, Redesdale ran
out of time and wickets with their score on 193.

Mia Mia’s 44 run victory was a fair result and reflected great-
er batting depth and a faster scoring rate. It is possibly also
worth mentioning the average age of the Mia Mia side was
“slightly” below that of their opponents !

As players mingled over a beer or two after the game, the
winners trophy was presented to Martin Leahy. Some follow-
ers will remember Tim Barber walking to the wicket in the
first CROWS vs COLTS game wearing a stainless steel helmet
he expertly made in replica of that worn by Ned Kelly at
Glenrowan in 1879. continued on page 10
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RSD Chartered Accountants deliver clear,

¥

. "‘?f'&aﬁ

practical advice with one aim - to make sure our

clientfs succeed and grow.

Business Services - Taxation Planning - Financial Planning
Audit & Assurance - SMSF Advice & Management

WE ARE COMMITTED TO YOUR SUCCESS

Charterad Accountants

[ﬁ Mia Mia Cricket

Anyone interested in playing cricket for Mia Mia
this season?
We would love to hear from you.

Please contact Seamus McKenna - 0421 485 812
or
Martin Leahy - 0400 220 629

Quote of the week:

“Integrity is doing the right thing, even when no
one is watching.”

C.S Lewis

BAS Super

Tax Returns
Open late and Saturdays

KMATAX

& accounting

43B High Street, Kyneton
ph: 5422 3178

maob: 0498 389 184
www.kmatax.com.au

cra B

KMATAX & Accounting is a CPA Pracfice
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Christmas shortbread
Makes about 24 biscuits
225 unsalted butter, softened
759 icing sugar, sifted
1 tsp vanilla extract
225 g plain flour (plus extra for rolling)
50g cocoa (if making chocolate shortbread)
Pinch of salt

To make the dough, cream the butter and icing sugar until
pale and light. Mix in vanilla extract. Sift the flour (and cocoa
if using for chocolate shortbread) and salt, add to the mixture
and beat until smooth. Flatten dough to a disc shape, wrap in
cling film and chill until firm.

Preheat oven to 180°C and line a backing dish with baking
paper. Dust the rolling surface with flour and roll dough out
to a thickness of about 3mm. Using cookie cutters, stamp out
the shapes and arrange on baking paper. Roll scraps into a
ball and repeat to use up all dough.

Bake in the middle shelf for around 12 to 15 mins, until crisp
and pale golden. Cool on baking sheets. package in a deco-
rative tin, box or bag as a gift.

Variations:

Almond: add 75g of finely chopped or ground almonds.

Hazelnut: add 759 finely chopped or ground hazlenuts.

Morello cherry: add chopped dried morello cherries.

Lemon: leave out chocolate or vanilla and use 1 tsp lemon extract,
1 tablespoon of finely chopped candied lemon peel and grated zest
of one lemon.

r—_—_—_—_—_1
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Redesdale Hall Committee
Art Show 2015

The Hall Committee Art Show, held over the weekend
of 30th October until 1st November, was very well
received by all. It was held in conjunction with The Re-
desdale Rocks Festival which included a photographic
exhibition, 2 open studios, a sculpture exhibition and a
cricket match.

The standard of the art entered in the show was of a
high quality and quite diverse. This diversity provided a
lot of interest and the work sold well.

The work was hung on the new frames that a grant
from CoGB and the very generous time and expert
labour from Dino Tomisic and Les Pocock made pos-
sible. They displayed the work perfectly. It was hard to
know if it was the frames that complemented the work
or the work that complemented the frames.

The exhibition was hung by Kevin Foley and David
Watt. Their artistic ability ensured that every frame was
well balanced and presented a story. The positioning

of the frames allowed even flow through the exhibition
and opened up to new vistas at every turn.

The festival and art show opening night was a great
night. Our local farmer and part time MC Andrew
Campbell, introduced 2 local young ladies, Tahlia
Campbell and Celena Boyd who led in the singing of
the national anthem. Andrew then handed over to The
Honourable Steph Ryan, who declared the festival open.
The Hall Committee ladies provided an endless supply
of scrumptious finger food, which was followed with
tea, coffee and homemade dessert slices. I believe some
people were groaning “no more food”.

Right throughout the evening Ray Ellis, with help from
Steve Guest , entertained the crowd who sat around
enjoying a cool beverage listening to the music and
contemplating which piece of art they would take
home. All in all it was a great start to the Redesdale
Rocks festival.

The Hall Committee would like to thank all the volun-
teers whose generosity of time and effort ensured that
the weekend was so successful. Particular thanks must
go to Kevin Foley, Norma Barker, Betty Sageischek, Ma-
clatchy Jewellery and Gloria Pocock for donating work
for the Silent Auction and Steve Guest (S Graphics), for
designing the catalogue free of charge and having them
printed at very low cost.

Redesdale Hall Committee
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Simon Griffiths inspects the artwork on opening night.

Steve Guest and Ray Ellis entertain the opening night crowd.

David Watt (pictured) and Kevin Foley displayed the work beau-
tifully, in a crisp and modern fashion.
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Truthfulness, Respect and Trust of others.

Principal - Joe Sebire
Phone - 5425 3155; Email - redesdale.mia.mia.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Grade 2 Camp Walk to School Day

, ; ; October was walk to school month. We celebrated with
The grade 2’s enjoyed a 1 night camp at Boomeran ;
Rancgh with our I cl{lster SCh%OIS. Strl)Jdents enjoyeg a Pancake breakfast at the park and walking to school
horse riding, ponding, a night walk, pumping mineral all together.
spring water and skipping stones.

l:;nrollr-ne'hfg-_for !2(5!6

open.

o e B Spring shearing
: / Jorja’s Dad expertly gave our pet sheep Roast a
very fetching hair style. She was very thankful!

Contact the echool for

information packe.

Tourg conducted upon

__reauest

D, X2
- .

erm 4 Theme ~ “Space”
We are investigating the planets, stare and all thinge space!
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The Bridge Abroad

proudly sponsored by Bendigo Travel and Cruise 54411 881 |

New sponsored travel page! A prize at the end of next year!
Bendigo Travel and Cruise have sponsored a new regular section of your Bridge Connection! Next
time you go away (Australia or overseas) send us a pic of you or a friend holding a copy of the
Bridge Connection and we will enter it for a prize weekend away at the end of next year.

Left: Jo Smith-Sargent reads
the Bridge Connection in
Noosa, Queensland.

Right: Di Betts reads the
Bridge Connection in West
Sumatra!

Both are in the running for a
weekend away.

Talk to an expert

Bendifsle <Ios

Travel 8& Cruise Centre

03 5441 8811

The Redesdale Hotel A gOOd I|fe
H e deserves the
best farewell

Hotel

ph 03 4405 0601
www.theredesdalehotel.com.au
info@theredesdalehotel.com.au

A WY FARMER

Wednesday to Sunday
Lunch 12.00 - 2.30 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Dinnner 6.00 - 8.00

Andrew and Heather Hampton

151 McCrae Street Bendigo
12 Victoria Street Eaglehawk

P. 5441 5577

www.williamfarmer.com.au

A wadition that confinues...
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AUSTRALIA

() POST

origin

Elphinstone

Post Office and General Store
Newspapers/ Magazines,
Origin Gas Bottles, Bread,
Milk & Groceries,
Postage Services

Gill and Dave 5473 3200
9 Doveton Street, Elphinstone

Redesdale General Store

* Fully Electronic * Banking

Postage Service *  Fuel and Oil
* Takeaway Food *  Newspapers
* Expresso Coffee *  Groceries

* Full Alcohol Licence and Bottle Shop with Local Wines

Come in for some great tasting coffee!

=

F

Jenny and Dino: 5425 3154
2609 Main Road, Redesdale

)
< Open 7 Days
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10TH \[/

U
Jimustery A

+ 1.30pm Friday Night Open Mike - 7.15pm Saturday Night FREE Concerts
* More Moosic - at Sunday Morning Farmers’ Market

JANUARY 8th - 10th, 2016

« Ffrom 9am each day - Girgarre Memorial Hall, 9 Morgan Cr, Girgarre

«Top bands - Two stages - Concerts - Open mike - Community jamming
« Free instrument loan - Childrens’ program - Country, Folk, Bluegrass, Blues, Gospel and Pop Music

« Rir-conditioned venue - Low-cost on-site camping for the whole weekend - Only $55 (fee includes three free meals)

«Food and Soft Drinks available - Farmers’ Market - Fresh Produce and Craft galore!

Enquiries: Jan Smith: (03) 5854 6283 / 0458 546 283 Email: yarryandjan@bignond.com
Di Burgmann: 0408 011634 Email: diburgmann@hotmail.com (a

R K Earth

Ross Knight Earthmoving

Servicing Mia Mia, Redesdale, Heathcote B District

Let us help you with your next road, dam or house site,

Ower 40 years experience in the district

or the oflice: 5425 5506

Email: info@rkearth.com  Weh: rkearth. com
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